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Is “human dignity” a 
useful and illuminating 
concept in bioethics? Or 
is it a useless one – a “fig 
leaf ” that camouflages 

unconvincing arguments 
and biases?

The President’s Council’s latest publication addresses such core issues as “human dignity and the practice of 
medicine,” “dignity and modern culture,” and “human nature and the future of man.” Our authors — Council Members 
(present and former) such as Edmund Pellegrino, Alfonso Gómez-Lobo, Leon Kass and Gil Meilaender, as well as 
prominent scholars and public intellectuals outside the Council, including Daniel Dennett, David Gelernter, Martha 
Nussbaum, and Richard John Neuhaus — engage in a probing, critical examination of “human dignity.” The result 
is a publication unique among the products of national commissions on bioethics.

For questions, please call Diane M. Gianelli at the President’s Council on Bioethics at 202-296-6588.   
You may email her at Diane.Gianelli@bioethics.gov


