Department:  Philosophy 535, Sec. 01

Course: Distributive Justice/ Madison Powers/ Wed. 2-4:30 (approx)

This seminar will be conducted in a rather old-fashioned way. We will spend a couple of hours each week discussing the sections of the book assigned for the week. The reading for each week will consist of approximately 1/2 of each book (roughly 120 pages). Each of the recent books addresses theories of justice, both rather abstractly and as applied to specific questions, e.g, world poverty; the relation between justice and differences in culture and social ethos; incomes and welfare policies; public health and health care; and duties to persons with physical and intellectual disabilities.

There will be one seminar paper of roughly 20 pages, and it will be due at the end of the term. Your grade will depend both upon the paper (60%) and your contribution to our weekly discussions (40%). Upper level undergraduates are welcome by permission. 

Assigned Books (probably in this order of reading):

G. A. Cohen, /If You're an Egalitarian, How Come You're So Rich?

/Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University Press, 2000   ISBN: 0674002180

Brian Barry,/ Why Social Justice Matters   /Cambridge, UK: Malden, MA: Polity, 2005    ISBN:  0745629938 (pbk.)

Martha Nussbaum, /Frontiers of Justice:  Disability, Nationality,

Species Membership   /Cambridge, MA:  The Belknap Press: Harvard University Press, 2006    ISBN:  0674019172 (Hardcover)
Madison Powers and Ruth Faden /Social Justice: The Moral Foundations of Public Health and Health Policy, /New York: Oxford University Press, 2006  ISBN: 0195189264 (Hardcover)

Kwame Appiah, /Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers

/W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 2006    ISBN:  0393061558 (Hardcover)

Thomas W. Pogge, /World Poverty and Human Rights: Cosmopolitan

Responsibilities and Reforms /Malden, MA:  Blackwell Publishers, 2002    ISBN:  0745629954 (pbk)

