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This class is a bridge course in ethics. It focuses on a part of moral philosophy sometimes referred to as political morality. Political morality is concerned with the moral relationship between the state and the individual. Among its concerns are questions about the moral justification for using law as an instrument for interference with individual thought, expression, or action for the sake of any number of familiar social aims, e.g., inculcating or enforcing private morality, preventing harm to others, reducing inequality, maintaining social cohesion, or promoting individual well-being.

There are three course segments, each devoted to an in-depth examination of various writings of a single author. Our selections include Aristotle, Locke, and Mill. 

Essays of roughly 10 pages (3000 words) will be required for each segment. Each essay will count as 25% of the grade, with the remaining 25% based on class discussion and possibly other short assignments or in-class exercises.

Required books for the course are listed below, and additional readings will be posted under the Assignments Tab for the course listing posted on Blackboard. 

1)The Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle, Terrence Irwin, trans, 2nd edition, Hackett, 1999. ISBN: 13: 978-0-87220-464-5 (pbk)

(2) The Politics and the Constitution of Athens, Aristotle, Stephen Everson, trans, Rev. Student edition, Cambridge University Press, ISBN: 978-0-521-48400-8.

3) Locke: Two Treatises of Government, John Locke, Peter Laslett Editor, Cambridge University Press; 3rd/Stdnt edition (October 28, 1988). ISBN: 0-521-35730-6

(4) A Letter Concerning Toleration: Humbly Submitted, John Locke, James Tully, Editor, Paperback: Publisher: Hackett Publishing Company 1983. ISBN: 0-915145-60-X.

(5) J. S. Mill: 'On Liberty' and Other Writings (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought) (Paperback), John Stuart Mill (Author), Stefan Collini (Editor).  ISBN-13: 978-0521379175
6) Utilitarianism, J.S. Mill, George Sher, editor, Hackett Publishing Company; 2nd edition (June 2002) ISBN-13: 978-0872206052

Course Requirements, Objectives, and Expectations. 

1st, please use only the translations and editions listed above for the required books. While there are many good editions and translations of the works of the various authors, it is essential to the success of our class discussion that all of us refer to the same texts.

2nd, each of three course segments has a separate detailed syllabus and it will be available online prior to the beginning of that segment. Each syllabus contains the final essay question for that segment. 

3rd, any explanatory notes and study aids contained in the syllabus for each author are meant to provide you with some background understanding that will make the purpose and aims of each set of readings clearer to you in advance of class.

4th, the order and quantity of reading for each class varies considerably.. The intention is for you to immerse yourself in a fair amount of the author’s work from the outset and to return frequently to crucial passages in subsequent assignments. Instead of reading books straight through from first to last chapter, we focus on selections bearing on particular topics. Also, a fair number of reading assignments overlap. The redundancy is deliberate. Philosophical readings of this sort, especially ones composed in a different language or at a time quite unlike our own, require patient reading and re-reading. These are not works amenable to skimming, even in places where the narrative style seems straightforward.

5th, regular attendance and timely reading of assignments is expected. There will be a mix of lecture and class discussion, but even when a considerable amount of class time is devoted to making sure that some core ideas are covered in a lecture format, readiness for effective class participation is very important. Successful class participation is measured as much by quality as quantity, however. Frequent class participation by those who have not read the text, or have not read carefully, will only result in poorer grades. You should come to class with the expectation that you will be called upon to answer questions about an author's views and that you should be able to support your answers by reference to the text. And you should come to class with your texts for each session.

Part I: Aristotle: self-sufficiency and social unity

Aristotle assignments for 7 class sessions: 1/12, 1/14, 1/21, 1/26, 1/28, 2/2, 2/4

Review Week and Paper appointments: No class meetings on 2/9. 2/11

Paper due @ 4pm in Healy 419 on Friday, 2/13

President’s Day – No class 2/16

Part II: Locke: self-preservation and social peace

Locke assignments for 7 class sessions: 2/18, 2/23, 2/25, 3/2, 3/4, 3/16, 3/18

Spring Break Week – no class 3/9, 3/11

Review Week and Paper appointments: No class meetings on 3/23, 3/ 25
Paper due @ 4pm in Healy 419 on Friday, 3/27

Part III: Mill: self-development and social progress

Mill assignments for 7 class sessions: 3/30, 4/1, 4/6, 4/15, 4/20, 4/22, 4/27

Easter Break: no class 4/8, 4/13

Paper due @ 4pm in Healy 419 on Thursday, 5/7

