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 This endowed lecture series, established with gifts from the Brennan 
family and the law firm of Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan, honors a 
three-generation relationship between the Brennans and Georgetown 
University.
 
 Joseph B. Brennan, a noted authority on tax and administrative law, 
graduated from Georgetown’s College of Arts and Sciences in 1925.  He 
served as president of the Georgetown University Alumni Association and 
member of the Association’s Board of Governors.  The Brennan legacy 
continued with his son, John Charles Brennan, who graduated from 
Georgetown in 1956.  John’s son, Christopher, graduated in 1989.
 
Previous Brennan Lectures have included: 

 2004, “The Future of Medicare and Medicaid,” Thomas A. Scully, J.D., 
former Administrator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, US 
Department of Health and Human Services
 2002, “Bioterrorism: A Clear and Present Danger,” by Anthony S. 
Fauci, M.D., Director, National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, 
The National Institutes of Health
 2002,  “Our Technology Must Not Exceed Our Humanity: Ethical Issues 
Raised by The Human Genome Project,” by Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D., 
Director, National Human Genome Research Institute
1999, “Healthcare: Essential Building Block for a Free Society,” 
Rev. Michael D. Place, President of the Catholic Health Association of 
America
1998, “Nuclear Weapons, Lethal Injection, and American Catholics: 
Faith Confronting American Civil Religion,”  by Thomas L. Shaffer, the Robert 
and Marion Short Professor of Law, Notre Dame Law School
1994, “Naming Today’s Four Cardinal Virtues,” by  the Rev. James F. 
Keenan, S.J., Assistant Professor of Moral Theology, Weston Jesuit School 
of Theology, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
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Welcome 

Brennan Lecture

Edmund Pellegrino, M.D.
Georgetown University Professor Emeritus
Chairman, President’s Council on Bioethics

Question and Answer Period

 

Edmund D. Pellegrino, M.D., M.A.C.P., is Professor Emeritus of 
Medicine and Medical Ethics at the Center for Clinical Bioethics 
at Georgetown University Medical Center. He was the John 
Carroll  Professor of Medicine and Medical Ethics and former 
director of the Kennedy Institute of Ethics, the Center for the 
Advanced Study of Ethics at Georgetown University and the 
Center for Clinical Bioethics.  Dr. Pellegrino was appointed by 
the President to chair the President’s Council on Bioethics in 
2005.

He received his B.S. degree from St. John’s University and 
his M.D. from New York University. He served residencies in 
medicine at Bellevue, Goldwater Memorial, and Homer Folks 
Tuberculosis Hospitals, following which he was a research 
fellow in renal medicine and physiology at New York University.  
During Dr. Pellegrino’s 50+ years in medicine and university 
administration, he has been departmental chairman, dean, vice 
chancellor and president.

Dr. Pellegrino is the author of over 550 published items in medical 
science, philosophy, and ethics and a member of numerous 
editorial boards. He is the author or co-author of nineteen 
books, and the founding editor of the Journal of Medicine and 
Philosophy.  Dr. Pellegrino is a Master of the American College 
of Physicians, Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, member of the Institute of Medicine 
of the National Academy of Sciences, and recipient of forty-six 
honorary doctorates in addition to other honors and awards 
including the Benjamin Rush Award from the American Medical 
Association, the Abraham Flexner Award of the Association 
of American Medical Colleges, and the Laetare Award of the 
University of Notre Dame.

Dr. Pellegrino’s research interests include the history and 
philosophy of medicine, professional ethics, and the physician-
patient relationship.
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