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DR. ISAAC FRANCK was a Senior Research 
Scholar at the Kennedy Institute of Ethics from 
1979 to his death in 1985. He turned the Jewish 
Community Council of Greater Washington 
into an influential forum on local, national, and 
international questions during the 25 years that 
he served as its Executive Vice President. Dr. 
Franck published research papers in The Review 
of Metaphysics, The Philosophical Forum, and 
other professional journals, as well as in cooperative 
volumes on aspects on the history of philosophy. 
He also contributed to current understanding 
and evaluation of Maimonides and Spinoza. He 
was a member of the American Philosophical 
Association, the American Sociological Society, the 
Association for Jewish Studies, and the National 
Association for Social Workers.
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DR. KENNETH SEESKIN

Kenneth Seeskin received his B.A. from Northwestern in 
1968 and his Ph.D. in Philosophy from Yale in 1972. He 
has been a member of the faculty of Northwestern for over 
30 years and currently serves as Chair of the Philosophy 
Department. He has also served as Director of the Jewish 
Studies Program (1987-1993), and Director of the Center 
for the Writing Arts (1996-2002). His publications in 
Jewish Philosophy include Jewish Philosophy in a Secular Age, 
Maimonides: a Guide for Today’s Perplexed, No Other Gods: the 
Modern Struggle Against Idolatry, Searching for a Distant God: 
The Legacy of Maimonides, and Autonomy in Jewish Philosophy.  
In 2001 he won the Koret Jewish Book Award for Searching 
for a Distant God. He is currently editing “The Cambridge 
Companion to Maimonides” and will be coming out with a 
new book, Maimonides on the Origin of the World.

In addition to his many publications, Dr. Seeskin has 
won numerous teaching awards at Northwestern and was 
named Charles Deering McCormick Professor of Teaching 
Excellence from 1995 - 1998.  He has lectured to public and 
professional audiences worldwide on the history and present 
state of Jewish Philosophy.
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“Messianism 
In An Age of Despair”

Thursday, March 22, 2007  6:00 p.m.
Georgetown University

Riggs Library
3rd floor Healy Hall

Admission Free

Reception  Follows
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